


Our Lady of The Miraculous Medal
A week after this apparition Charles X, 
the King of France, was deposed, the 
palace of the Archbishop of Paris sacked, 
and priests and bishops beaten and 
killed.
Second Apparition
November 27, 1830, four months later, 
Catherine was praying in the chapel with 
the community when the Blessed Virgin 
appeared for the second time.  Clothed all 
in white, she stood in the sanctuary near 
a painting of St. Joseph, holding a small 
golden globe surmounted by a cross.  Her 
feet rested on a white globe, around 
which was coiled a serpent, green in color 
with yellow spots.  Brilliant rays radiated 
from gemstone rings on her fingers.  Her 
face was of indescribable beauty. 
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Our Lady of The Miraculous Medal
Catherine had an inner locution, an 
explanation of the vision.  The globe 
represented the entire world, 
especially France, and it also 
represented each person in particular.  
The rays of light streaming form her 
hands represented the graces Our 
Lady sheds on those who ask for 
them,  Some of the rings gave no light, 
however, representing graces that 
people neglected to ask for. 
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Our Lady of The Miraculous Medal
Medal of the Immaculate Conception -
The Miraculous Medal
Suddenly the globe in the Virgin's 
hands disappeared and she lowered 
her hands, brilliant rays still streaming 
from them.  An oval frame formed 
around her, within which was written in 
letters of gold: "O Mary, conceived

 
 

without sin, pray for us who have 
recourse to thee."

7

Catherine heard a voice interiorly:
 ‘Have a medal struck after this 

model. All who wear it will receive 
great graces; they should wear it 
around the neck.’



Our Lady of The Miraculous Medal
Medal of the Immaculate Conception -
The Miraculous Medal
At this instant the tableau seemed to turn, 
and Catherine beheld the reverse of the 
Medal: a large ‘M’

 
surmounted by a bar 

and a cross; beneath the ‘M’
 

were the 
Hearts of Jesus and Mary, the one 
crowned with thorns, the other pierced with 
a sword.

 
Suddenly the vision disappeared 

from Catherine's sight, "like a candle blown 
out," she later wrote.  
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Then began Catherine's lifelong task 
of fulfilling her mission while guarding 
her identity, for she understood that in 
giving the medal to the world, she 
herself was to remain unknown.



Our Lady of The 
Miraculous Medal
The Symbols on the
Miraculous Medal

The Meaning of the Front 

Mary is standing upon a globe, 
crushing the head of a serpent 
beneath her foot. She stands upon 
the globe, as the Queen of Heaven 
and Earth. Her feet crush the 
serpent to proclaim Satan and all 
his followers are helpless before her 
(Gn

 
3:15). 

The year of 1830 on the Miraculous 
Medal is the year the Blessed 
Mother gave the design of the 
Miraculous Medal to Saint 
Catherine Labouré. 9




